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Registration Now Open for 8" Grade Robotics Competition in SE Idaho

Idaho Environmental Coalition employee Tim Egan demonstrates how a programmed robot completes tasks on the Ecobots challenge
IEC employees volunteered several hours to develop the course and challenges for this year’s competition.



IDAHO FALLS, Idaho, November 13, 2025 — Registration is now open for Ecobots, a new gth grade robotics competition hosted by the Ic
Environmental Coalition (IEC), the environmental cleanup contractor for the U.S. Department of Energy. The competition is designed to
enhance students' skills in coding, engineering, problem-solving and presentation. Local schools can enter a team of 8 to 12 eighth grad
students and will have the chance to win up to $1,500 for their school’'s STEM programs.

Prior to the event, registered teams will receive an Ecobots kit, including a practice challenge course and materials for students to hone t
coding skills. Schools without a robot can apply for a grant to purchase one through IEC's Full STEAM Ahead program.

During the competition, teams will earn points based on their robot's ability to successfully perform tasks and students’ ability to demon
critical thinking skills.

The event will take place at the College of Eastern Idaho on Friday, February 20, 2026, from 9 a.m. to noon, with check-in starting at 8 a.r
Schools must register their teams no later than Thursday, December 4. There is no cost to participate.

Find registration details and competition guidelines at www.idahoenvironmental.com/community/ecobots.

About the Idaho Cleanup Project

The Idaho Cleanup Project (ICP) was established by the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) Office of Environmental Management, in conjunction with the State of Idaho, and the U
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The ICP is located at the Idaho National Laboratory (INL) Site, located 45 miles west of Idaho Falls, and focuses on safely dispositioning tra
waste, managing spent nuclear fuel, treating radioactive liquid waste, removing legacy structures, and closing facilities that have completed their missions. In 2021, Idaho Environn
Coalition, LLC (IEC) was selected by the DOE to manage ICP operations at the INL Site under a ten-year, $6.4 billion contract and is committed to protecting its employees, the publ

environment while meeting all existing and future milestones necessary to further the INLs mission
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